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Background 

This document updates HELCOM RESPONSE 27-2020 on the main developments regarding EMSA’s pollution 

response services covering 2019 and early 2020. EMSA’s Oil Spill Response Vessels Network, the Equipment 

Assistance Service (EAS), HNS related projects, updates on the CTG MPPR activities and other relevant EMSA 

activities/projects are covered in this document.  

Action requested 

The Meeting is invited to take note of the information provided. 
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Recent relevant activities undertaken by EMSA 
 

1. Update on EMSA’s Oil Pollution Response Services 

• EMSA’s Vessels Network currently comprises 16 fully equipped vessels, five of which also have 

dispersant application capabilities on board and five have lightweight Remotely Piloted Airborne 

Systems (RPAS) quadcopters on board, for enhanced oil detection capability. In 2019, the response 

capacity on board the vessel Galaxy Eco, based in Varna was upgraded with dispersant spraying 

equipment and associated 200 tonnes dispersant stock, and overhauling was conducted of the high 

capacity skimmer on board the vessel Norden, based in Gothenburg. Furthermore, three new 

vessels contracts were awarded to replace the response capacity in the Adriatic Sea, Western and 

Central Mediterranean; the newly contracted vessels will become operational in mid-2020, bringing 

the total number of fully equipped vessels to 17 (6 of which with dispersants). In 2020, three more 

vessels will be equipped with RPAS services on board.  

• Currently the Agency maintains three operational Equipment Assistance Service (EAS) 

arrangements in the Northern Baltic (Tolkkinen), the Southern Baltic (Gdansk) and the Adriatic Sea 

(Ravenna). In 2019, portable floating storage tanks (100 m3) were included in all the EAS stockpiles. 

As of mid-2020, four EAS stockpiles will be operational, including the two new contracts awarded 

in 2019 to replace the EAS in the North Sea (Aberdeen) and the EAS in the Southern Baltic Sea 

(Gdansk).  These two new equipment depots will be based respectively in Rotterdam (the 

Netherlands) for the North Sea and in Frederikshavn (Denmark) for the Southern Baltic Sea. 

Furthermore, EMSA will launch in 2020 a procurement for medium-sized equipment for the EAS 

stockpiles, equipment that can be airlifted and can be paired with medium sized VOOs.  

• With regard to Dispersants, in 2019 a new stockpile was established as part of the vessel 

arrangement in the Southern Black Sea. Currently the Agency maintains 6 stockpiles, 5 associated 

with vessel arrangements of 200 tons each and 1 associated with the EAS in Ravenna with 600 tons. 

In 2020, two new stockpiles of 200 tons each associated with the new EAS arrangement in 

Rotterdam and the new vessel arrangement in the Adriatic Sea will be established. The dispersants 

will be transferred from the EAS in Ravenna, so there will not be any increase in the total amount of 

dispersant stock. 

• Training sessions on the operational use of the EAS equipment, provided by the equipment 

manufacturer representatives continued in 2019. In May and June 2020 “hands-on” training 

sessions for MS operators will be held in the Adriatic Sea and North Sea EAS stockpiles. 

• In 2019, 9 Vessels and 4 EAS systems were deployed in 9 Operational Exercises with Member States 

and Regional Agreements. In addition, EMSA participated in 10 Notification Exercises, involving 16 

activations of EMSA vessels contractors and 3 activations of EAS contractors. The ‘Drills and 

Exercises Annual Report 2019’ will be published on EMSA’s website in Q1/2020.  
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2. Update on EMSA’s HNS pollution services 

• The MAR-ICE Network, currently provides remotely (per email / phone) rapid and direct access to a 

chemical expert, who can assist with  substance-specific information, documentation and specialist 

advice on chemical products in the event of a maritime emergency. The service was activated twice 

in 2019 for exercises. The MAR-ICE service has recently been extended to also provide upon 

request, expert assistance on-site at the Command Centre of a country affected by a maritime HNS 

incident. Member States will be informed accordingly as soon as this new ”on-site expert” service 

becomes operational. 

• The MAR-CIS project (Marine Chemical Information Sheets) continues to be accessible for EU/EFTA 

coastal MS though EMSA’s web portal (https://portal.emsa.europa.eu/) and via a dedicated MAR-

CIS application for mobile devices. The 217 MAR-CIS datasheets are also linked to the SafeSeaNet 

(SSN) Central Hazmat Database (CHD). Experts interested to access the MAR-CIS information should 

send a request to MAR-CIS@emsa.europa.eu. In 2019 the MAR-CIS information was updated and 

48 datasheets were revised, including the part ‘Emergency response measures on board of vessels’. 

3. Update on the work of the Consultative Technical Group for Marine Pollution 

Preparedness and Response (CTG MPPR) 

The 13th CTG MPPR meeting was held on 17 October 2019, addressing primarily the status of work 

under the CTG Rolling Work Programme. The following projects were either concluded in 2019 or 

are currently ongoing under the CTG MPRR framework:  

o 7th Training course on “The Use of Surveillance Systems for Marine Pollution Detection and 

Assessment”: The 7th surveillance training was held on 19-21 November 2019 in Schiphol, the 

Netherlands, hosted by Rijkswaterstaat. This 2 ½ days training aims to facilitate the exchange 

of knowledge and expertise and the sharing of good practice among Member States with 

regard to aerial surveillance, marine pollution detection and assessment and the use of 

surveillance as evidence. It also included a visit to the Airbase of the Netherlands Coast Guard.  

There is strong support by the CTG to continue with these events.  

o Working Group on oil spill sampling: The oil spill sampling Working Group (comprised of 

experts from DE, NL, ES, BE, NO) is continuing the work it started in 2019 of developing 

interdisciplinary guidelines (a hands-on manual) on oil spill sampling based on existing 

practices and expertise. The draft document developed sofar, comprises of a general part on 

sampling techniques, a section with stand-alone situational scenarios with relevant 

information for each specific sampling situation, and a section with relevant case studies and 

lessons learnt from past oil spills. 

o Technical Correspondence Group on Hazardous and Noxious Substances (TCG HNS): The TCG 

HNS (comprised of experts from FR, DE, BE, SE, ES, DK, FI) is continuing the work it started in 

2019 of developing a training course programme addressing HNS marine pollution 

preparedness and response. The training will be provided ‘from Member States for Member 

States’, on the basis of sharing good practice and expertise among countries. A draft training 

overview has been developed proposing a package of two separate 3-days long training 

courses, one focusing on bulk and the other on packaged goods. Both trainings will include an 

HNS table-top exercise and a relevant on-site demonstration. The first course is expected to be 

held in early 2021, to be hosted by France or Sweden. 

https://portal.emsa.europa.eu/
https://portal.emsa.europa.eu/
mailto:MAR-CIS@emsa.europa.eu


14.1RESPONSE 27-2020, 14-1 
 

 

Page 4 of 4 
 

o Working Group on Health & Safety of Responders (HSE WG): The HSE Working Group 

(comprised of experts from NO, DE, UK, PT and the EU OSHA Agency), is continuing the work it 

started in 2019 of developing a practical guidance document addressing health and safety 

considerations during oil spill response operations. The HSE Guidelines will be based on 

existing  good practices and real incident experience. 

o Following a proposal by France, based on recent incident experience, the CTG MPPR agreed to 

establish a new Working Group to develop a shared operations procedure for at-sea oil spill 

response operations, namely to develop a common glossary regarding oil spills at sea and a 

checklist to assist the reporting during international oil recovery operations (both in English). 

o The CTG MPPR also agreed to keep vegetable oil / paraffin spills and new low sulphur marine 

fuel oils on the CTG MPPR meetings’ agenda as topics of common interest to all.  

The 14th CTG MPPR meeting will be held on 14 October 2020 in Lisbon, back to back with the 10th 

Pollution Response Services (PRS) User Group meeting on 13 October 2020. 

4.   Update on other EMSA activities / projects 

•    With regard to the European-wide “stress test” of the regional capacities and mechanisms to 

respond to a major oil spill, EMSA conducted in late 2019 six regional ’stress-tests’ workshops, 

hosted by Sweden, France, the Netherlands, Spain, Cyprus and Bulgaria. With the assistance of a 

”response calculator” tool developed exclusively for this project, and on the basis of ”fixed oil spill 

scenarios” applicable to all six stress tests, these workshops aimed to review how the various 

resources available from neighbouring countries and EMSA could be pooled together in order to 

optimize the efficiency of the response and to try to estimate the amount of oil recovered and 

associated costs. Initial results were discussed with the Member States at a final workshop held on 

5 December in Lisbon. 

• An e-learning course on the use of SafeSeaNet and CECIS MP for incident reporting and 

requesting assistance for oil spills was completed in mid-2019 and is available in EMSA’s e-Learning 

platform (MaKCs) via the EMSA web portal (https://portal.emsa.europa.eu/).  Access to the MaKCs 

can be provided upon request to MS experts interested in accessing EMSA extended e-course 

catalogue. EMSA’s training catalogue, including Guidance and Best Practice documents and the 

MaKCs e-learning catalogue, are published on EMSA’s website: 

http://emsa.europa.eu/implementation-tasks/training-a-cooperation.html  

• A multi-stakeholder workshop on HNS/chemical spill response, including an HNS TableTop 

exercise will be held in mid-September in Lisbon. The exercise orders will be drafted with the 

contribution by interested Member States exerts. 

• A training for Member States experts on the functionalities and use of the Dispersant Usage 

Evaluation Tool (DUET) will be held in late April in Lisbon. 

 

 

https://portal.emsa.europa.eu/
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